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PREAH KO PREAH KEO

A Cambodian legend
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Buddhist Institute of Ministry of Cult and Religion and eLibrary of Cambodia have
made a cooperative effort to digitalize books and manuscripts in order to preserve
our Cambodian literary heritage. This will promote and provide easy, instant
access, free of charge to the public and future generations to come.

A sincere thank you to our generous supporters: Rissho Kosei-Kai, Open Institute,
Karuna Cambodia and Cambodian Education Excellence Foundation, who made
this endeavor possible.
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Preface

The legend of Preah Ko P'reah Keo
has been passed down from one generation
1o the next by story telling, and the legend
remains an important part of Cambodian
culture. If we consider that the cow in our
story, Preah Ko, can be linked 1o Nandi. the
sacred cow of Brahmanic religion, we can
understand  that the legend of Preah Ko
I'reah Keo stems from an ancient source.

Despire its longevity. the legend of
Preah Ko Preah Keo has never  been
standardized into a definitive written version
although some printed editions of the story
exist (such as the Kem Ki publication of
1952). In order 10 publish this version of
I'reah Ko Preah Keo. Reyum has edited and
summarized various oral and written versions
to present a short texe with  many
tlustrations.  Inevitably, our text will have
mistakes and will contradict other versions of
the legend.  Sull we hope thar this edition
will help o wach the legend of Preah Ko
Preab Keo 1o future generations, especially
children, and thus 1w continue the tadition
of telling this wale in Cambodia. We have
included both a Khmer and an English ext

this book.  No translation can be a
eransparent equivalent but we hope thar the
two texts can make this legend accessible o a
larger andience.

Revum would hke w thank che
Natsumison Fowndasion tor ns support of this
publication  project, as well as all the
individuals who worked together o make
this publicanion possible.

€ - Wreepars

LY I hivaaaeeds aued Pogried MUAN

www.elibraryofcambodia.org



www.budinst.gov.kh  www.elibraryofcambodia.org



rs:ﬁﬂrﬂEEmsELnnm Ln:."ﬁf}'dmiwvwﬁﬂﬁwm rm‘&-qﬁmfgﬁms
Lfrmrgwm.hsfﬁ' rmég Lun_s&unumrmgﬁré' J’Lﬂag‘m mﬁd‘zemgms
ferm: ng:a’nfmﬁgwmswn}.-U;‘?rﬁrgﬁhmﬁms&r@sm{‘ﬁﬁﬁaﬁmé
MAWAGEETI m55:-érf}'ﬁﬁwﬁ'ﬁmdﬁﬁggrﬁm@mwv

In the region of Longveak, there was a husband and wife who were farmers. The wife
became pregnant. One night she dreamr that she was suddenly wearing three diamond

rings and then just as suddenly the rings disappea e “Ec“"th a start and was
both frightened and happy. She told her husband © go i’:idﬁfu‘:la fortune teller in
Drd-:r o see Wh:ll; her dream Mcant. :. il g A ;
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Meanop. her hushand. went 1o find a forrune teller. The forne reller considered

the content of the dream, consulting his divining board before exclaiming o
Meanop: " This is a very F””‘1 dream! Your wike will LIV birth ro a blessed I':L'rw;nn'!
Burt well vour wile not to cal vounlg grocn mangocs. I shie dows, there will be an

accident, Remember this and watch heér vourself, young man!”
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Meanop returned home and told his wife whar the fortune

teller had said. forbidding his wife to car green mangoes.
When the last month of her pregnancy came, his wike was
overcome with the desire to car green mangoes. One day
she saw a green mango in a wee and asked her husband o
Jdimb the tree and pick it for her. Bur Meanop refused and

imstead wenr ofl wo the ficlds.
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When she couldnt stand her desire any more,
Meanop's wile decided o pick a green mango for
hersell.  She grasped the trunk of a mango tree and
pulled hersell up, When she had climbed high into
the tree. she happened to hang from a rotten branch.
The branch suddenly broke and she tell wo the ground
and died instantly. Her stomach broke open and a calt
and @ baby bov came our of it. The calfl conld walk

immediarely bur the baby boy lay in his birth sack sull.
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The little calf ran o find his father and asked
Him to help his litdle brother under the mango

tree. Meanop followed the calf back o the tree

" and saw his wife lying dead underneath it He

wept and pitied his wife [erlb%‘rhc _,.
N his father to pick up' the 1.1 hu}', &nﬂ

.J._

Mes 10p took the baby and the i:ﬂ“;]]
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The next moming, Meanop ook the baby in his arms and went
to ask for milk from the neighborhood women who were
nursing.  The women asked, “Whose child is this, that you are
walking around begging for his milk?” Meanop answered that
the baby was his son.  "Where has his mother gone”, the
women asked, “thar she can’t nurse him hersel? Meanop
replicd that his wile had fallen from the Mango tree and died.
Out of her stomach, he explained, had come a call and this
babw.  Hearing this. the neighbors gathered in wonder,

crowding arotund 1o stare ar the baby,
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I'he villagers were extremely surprised when they saw that a call really stood beside

Meanop and the baby. Learming that the call had been borm from a human mother

whose stomach had broken open as she died. they began think that such an event

could bring mustortune o their village. So they bair Meanop. shouting ar him and

driving him. wieh rhe baby and the call, our of therr village
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Meanop and his two children fled o live in a tar away forest. Not daring 10 build

any | wekimg trungin the torest o

el ol shelier, they sty lved under a h'}', free. |

leed themselves
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A lintle ater, the call, Preal Ko, and the baby bov. Preah Keo, had already groswn up
a i, One das when the two had SO hi;rﬂu1 toa hield, they saw a growipy ol
Children wanehing a herd of ctlves and plaving togecher. The e bov, Preah keo.
askedd his older bronher Prealy Bocil he could join the childien o plas. pulling om

[ 3
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[
When it was time 1o cat, the young cowherds
took out their rice. Preah Keo didn't have
'-”"}"lﬁl's‘_g to cat and asked them o share their
rice with him., But the licde cowherds jeered at
him: “No! We won't give you any! Yi! Where do
You come from that vou have to ask to eat the
rice of others?” When the young cowherds were
finished cating, Preah Keo saw that some grains
of cooked rice still stuck o the banana leaves
which they had used o carry their rice.  He
asked again iF he could ear their lefrovers, but
the voung cowherds simply crumpled up the
leaves and threw them aw ay. l.mghing and
hr.'.uin;;, Preah Keo so that hie ran away. Preah
Keo came o Mreah Ko Crving and wld him
abour e bovs who had beaten him when he

11.I{i asked 1o var nice with them, Preab Ko fely

Yery sorry for his yvounger brothe
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Seeing thar his lietde brother was hangny lor nce,

had chased him away with sticks. hurting and msutlting him, Preah Ko muooed three
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ol solid silver and ol APy aredd ot of his muourh "Wohy denn o vou compune up

aich a meal for onr farhers™ Preab Kea asked e oldes brother, Preah Ko replied

yvat e condd mon sipee this Food swas meant onfv for 1'n th Keo
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The little cowherds had crepr close and
had scen how Preah Ko conjured up a full
meal with dishes, bowls, and cudery, all
made of pure gold and silver. They waited
wnd warched undl the meal was over and
Preah Ko once again swallowed all the

silver and gold dishes into his stomach.
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The little boys ran home and told their parents about what they had seen. The
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villagers marveled at such an event and they gathered together, excited and worried,
taking up their knifes, hatchers, and clubs. They decided o try o surround and

capture Preah Ko in order to cut open his stomach and ke the magical gold and

silver objects.
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When they had caprured Preah ko, they ned him o a big e
aned miany prople came 1o stare ar the call in wonder, wanting

the Illlll}.’,.ﬁ thar were in lis stonmach
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While the villagers were preparing to cut him open, Preah Ko
told his little brother wo hold on dghtly to his rail. Preah Ko
then Hew up, uprooting the tree to which he was tied, causing it
to fall on the villagers, breaking their arms and legs and heads.
Preah Ko called down 1o the people welling them o rake picces
of wood from the tree and boil them, drinking the juice so tha
they could be healed. Hearing this, some of the villagers did as
Preab Ko had said and they were immediacely healed. Then all
the villagers cur picees of the wood, boiled it drank the juice
and were healed.  ‘The villagers then understood  the power,
ieclhigence and goodness of Preah Koo and they knew they
1.'..'U|I|l_| et dare to harm him g, Preah Ko Hew wath IPreah
keo o torest Braway from any village or town.  There, just

the rwo ol them bvedd near a beaurifil pum|.
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When his rwo children did not
rerurn to their home under the big
rree, Meanop was very worried and
although he shoured for them all over
che arca, he couldnt find them.
Meanop missed Preah Ko and Preah
Koo u-u||'rF_'- and looked Fiar lI'IL‘III
evervwhere. but to no avail. He wenn
Farther and  larther away from the
tree ban srill he cotldnt find his cwo

children. T was not long  andil

Meanap kel il ind "'”"F""”l' dying

i the oress
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Meanwhile, in the Palace of the Kingdom ol Cambaodia, there was
&

4 King who had five daughrers. I'he voungest ol the daughrers,
:\‘r.m; o, was very beauritul and was the sweetest of the hive, O
day, the I‘!'iIILL'\‘,\L'h were bored and wanwed o RO o visit the orest.
bar away trom the Palace. The wit permission from ther tather

and then set out
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leeo instantdy fell in love with Neang Pou. bur since he

bi he ran back to ell his older brothey
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Preah Ko conjured up a beawiful ser of

othes and jewelery and Preah Keo

wturned 1o (he pond wearing them,
When the Princesses saw Preah Keo, they
Were immediacely arvracred o him and
Invited him w come and swim, plaving a

Warer game in which one must find a coin,

1":‘:-.'1.1'

never Preah Keo found the coin and

thus won, he would pick the VOUECsT

‘-i-"'::','!h-r as his prize, and whenever ""'J't'-l".ﬂ

3
[y found rhe coin, she would pick Preal

heo hey prize. Aler a while it owas

abvious thag the two were falling i love
I I"l- r1'l.|-|,i|.' the older SSICTS angry .uui lllt"ﬁ'
Prepaced o rergrn the Palace tn order 1o

el thei Farhe
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Chen they returmed w the Palace 1l . _
Whe - v the Palace, the older sisters went to see their Gither as thes

mally did aber a tnp, N e .
norm 11 | Not seCing -""~.l...li'|_t,_[ o among, lh“"_ ithe I"'-Il'lg‘_ o abcare
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their vouneest SISTEr Was,

Why doesnt she dare 10 come? shed the kKinge
“Tather . the ilder sisrers "~"|‘i|r:.l. ‘when WG S oo pntu| 13 the forest :""u.'.lllu fou

F‘l'“'"'-l with a voung male stringer, !‘-I\IIIL‘. ne shame and no fear ar all”



4 & = . - : T L]
"HoApUssuSignsgip s RO SEISIM M UUNSIG 1 UFIURS

70
& g et

18

.

¢ - [ A IETA |..:
T = - G n e ﬂ"]l“"nh 5";" ‘ ;
fﬁﬁin:HE.I TH:’HE‘G?SU{H?@Q.F.I‘?rUS'.:...I'u”Ef ki : / f Jr: Irh‘r

C
o . i : = - e 4 j.
WOsig dinnisSinnhwranwls g IBBITGASERGR RliArY ot

o
(5 = IErS S S ey [ - 1
*7'@-9:'\{7&%rﬁ_rﬁ[:*?:mrsfmhrm' ,J‘EG"JSTﬁfEFQ?[G""“ﬁ?w Ay
U - ) | a - L] 7
;:S‘HJIS'???EI?HJH‘?T

' i\;il‘:g

dis, rlw:lirnl

“'.1:\. h -
1
ious thar his voungest daughter had been so cardess and
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an b in Ordered Neang Pou banned from the Palace. sending her o go
[} ¢ I-r] b L : .
resy e i | !
she — : - ?"-l.Jn.g Pou wandered in the torest, surviving on fruits, until

1 Preah Ko then ]HI"-F"‘IT"T‘I the “"”'idmy- ceremony ol
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e U and he conjured up a4 beaunitul palace for the three of
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FFrom the neighboring Kingdom of Siam came a letter, sen by roval ambassador,

inviting the Khmer King to compete in a cock fight which would: stake the |

Kingdom of Cambodia with all its armies and possessions. S

The cock of the King of Siam won the first fight, but tlu- ; -

Khmer King begged for another cock

ek .
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Before this second fight, the Khmer
King was exeremely worried because
h.“ didn'y know where 1o find a cock
lh.“' Could defear the cock of the
K'“E of Siam.

He sent his men 1o
ool

“Verywhere

for the strongest and
cl‘“":rcs:

cock in his Kingdom,

Dy
rl - B
8 their seq rch, his  men

“'L'Iltu:,l"

Paf Y met Neang Pou in her
Wi

Phey told her of their

ilt'n“
mn; j
| 3 and they hmught news ol
er ]'l.'tL‘lr. ¥

to her Lather, ¢

he King.
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Preah Keo went to consult Preah Ko, and Preah Ko

decided o rransform himself into a cock in order

to help save the Kingdom. When the Khmer cock
fought the cock of the King of Siam for the second

time, the Khmer cock - who was re: ly 1P
WO,

reah Ko -
The King of Siam was very angry and

wondered a bit as well how such a small Khmer

cock could kill his larger bird, Maybe the Khmer

had used some kind of

Siam thought.

this time berween clephans.

strong magic, the King of
The King of Siam refused 1o be
defeared however, and he asked tor another fight,
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Preah k : is f become
- BOagain changed his form to become an

cleply. .
lephan, and thus the Khmer elephant defeated
ti e M. 3 sl el g Fiy i
¢ clephang of the King ol Siam. The King ol
Si

™M Was furious and wanted 1o know by what

Mg L 1.
1““‘ I.h.l.: lﬂ]‘““l.'l' WETC ul\l.l';]}"_\ Wil "“1&-'.,- I Il‘
Merefyr,

had a mechanical bull made our of
TS| and

. Yet again invited the Khmer King to

: this time between bulls.  Preah Ko
I“-'-'liu;u[ thar | could not win this highe and so
' rold e brother 1o be aleri. It Preah Ko
WEIN 1o Hee the fight, Neang, Pou should know
2 holg bast 1o s il and thus o Hy off wicth

ll}u”
Y / g . g
When the time o fight came, Preah ko
sty
Muggled uall

anly against the mechanical bull,
M i MR
W ing him

in | three times. Knowing he couldn’t
'|."|.'||.| Ty |

Wever, Preaty Koo tirined and ran owards
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YOounger l'll'l'rlllk'l
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Preah Keo and Neang Pou held
rightly onto Preah Ko's il and the
three of them rose into the air and
Hew away while the Khmer and the
Siamese who had been warching the
fighe, stared in amazement.  Because

the King of Siam desperarely wanted

Preah Ko and his powers for his

Kingdom, he ordered his soldiers o give chase and careh p

reah Ko. Neang Pou held

the tail of Preah Ko tor a long time bur ar last she had to e go, falling w careh

i
Seeing his wife fall. Preah Keo also ler go of the wil and Fell to her side. Neang Yo

begged Preah Keo to continue running since the soldiers of the King ol Si

AN Were

close behind. Then she died and Preah Keo ran off, Knowi g that Ne. g Pou . il

Preab Keo had let go of his il Preah Ko returned, found his brother, and the ma

ol them Hew off again, Aecing rom the Siamese.
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Ar that time. the god Indra was uncasy in the heavens,
and looked down o carth, secing, Neang Pou Iving dead
m the maddle of the forest. Indra took sacred water and
sprankled it on the body of N ang, Pown, turming 10 imio 2

stow, |.1I1.,_;'| e 1:..,] her sppon up e ihe heay U
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area with many forests where they could hide.
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As soon as Preah Kolived in that arca, all the: u to hear “h’. -
fresh fruit, charmin -ﬂ&cr@w in the fields, 3 .
behaved Tike g&:d neighbors in a village, all

the King ol Siam \ﬂufg.furqinc wller told him that Preah Ko
was living in those forests. The Siamese King called his soldiers
1O ONCe again ch}we and caprure Preah Ko since th@ I

— wanted Preah Ko and his powers for the Kingdom of Si
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Preah Ko fled from the forests with his brother, this time hiding
in the foreress of Longveak which was surrounded by dense
bamboo thickers. The fortune teller of the Siamese King told
the King that Preah Ko and Preah Keo were hiding there, so the
King raised his troops and came 10 Longveak. But his troops
could not enter the fortress because the stands of bamboo
surrounding 1t were wo thick. The Siamese King therefore
decided to try a trick. He loaded silver coins into his soldiers
guns and had them fire the coing into the bamboo thickets.
Then he ordered his 4rmy 1o withdraw completely from the
arca.  When the young cowherds came 1o the bamboo and
found coins in the thickers, they ran to tell their parents. Their
parenis then came and began to cur the bambaoo in order o
collect the coins. Nay long thereafter. the thickets of bamboo

xurl‘uuluiillg II'W fortress of I.'.':-ng\'t':lh WeTe uul:r|'.-||:lf.'|jr gone,
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The Siamese then approached with their troops once again,
This tme, Preah Ko and Preah Keo both changed their forms
into those of ordinary water buffalo, joining a water buffalo
herd in order 1o hide from the Siamese. The Siamese King
strung a water buffalo skin rope around this herd, thus creating
a magic circde. When the Siamese soldiers began to chase and
beat the herd within the circle, all the ordinary water buffalo
ran under the rope and fled. Only Preah Ko and Preah Keo
remained standing inside the roped off circle because they were
afraid w lose their power by passing under the rope and
through the magical circle. Thus the Siamese were able to catch
Preah Ko and Preah Keo, beating them, taunting them, and

then waking them o prison in the Kingdom of Siam.
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One night, Preah Ko and Preah Keo managed 1o escape and
returned to Cambodia, The Siamese soldiers once again chased
them all over until they finally caught them again. This time,
the soldiers did nor dare ro bear or taunt the two. Instead, they
built a beautiful palace in the Kingdom of Siam for Preah Ko
and Preah Keo. They surrounded the palace with seven walls
and hired good guards since they were always afraid that Preah
Ko would try to escape again, The Siamese thought char for as
long as Preah Ko stayed in their Kingdom, they would have
peace and prosperity. Thus they have kept Preah Ko and Preah
Keo in the Kingdom of Siam from that time all the way uniil
the present, and Preah Ko and Preah Keo have never again

returned o Cambodia.
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