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FOREWORD

UNESCO is very honoured to have contributed to the successful publication of this important
book about one of the most characteristic forms of traditional dances in Cambodia, the Rabam
Angré (Pestle Dance). The completion of this publication bears testimony to the continuous
efforts of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Aris to prescrve and revitalise the precious cultural
intangible heritage of the country, and particularly the traditional dances that resemble the daily

lives of ordinary Cambodian citizens.

Traditional dance in particular and performing arts in general constitute a powerful instrument to
bring together all social groups in Cambodia and assert the national cultural identity. Many ol
these traditional forms have been lost however in previous years or face the risk of disappearing.
For this reason, UNESCC is particularly grateful to the researchers and artists of the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arls who have made  possible the documentation and dissemination of this

unigue traditional dance.

UNESCO would also like to encourage the national institutions to take new measures aiming at
the safeguarding of traditional dance and folklore, especially through the promaotion of scien-
tific research in this field. UNFSCO is ready to continue to provide its assistance to the Royal

Government for this endeavor in the benefit of future Cambodian generations.

Etienne Clement,

UNESCO Representative in Cambodia

www.elibraryofcambodia.org
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DEDICATION

We, the artists involved in this publication would like to dedicate this book to
the great masters from all generations, who are committed to the creation of

masterpieces [or the younger generation,

We also would like w dedicate this publication to Master "ol Sam Oeun, who
died during the Pol Pot Regime and who had created folk dances, especially this

pestle dance. We send our prayers and wishes o him.

We hope that this small book will be useful to the yvoung Cambodian

researchers who are dedicated to protecting and preserving their heritage,

@
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PREFACE

The future of Khmer society will depend on the current development of human
resources. Cambodian people need to strengthen their knowledge in order to preserve
their cultural heritage. Creativity and initiative needs to be promoted for the better-

ment of our civil society.,

Up to now, existing cultural documents are very limited and so therefore the artists of
the National Theatre are trying their best to compile information about this folkloric

dance, the Robam Angré (pestle dance) for the sake of its documentation repertoire.

This beok will inform readers about the performance of this dance and all its different
teatures, This publication will be very useful to the younger generation to use as a ref-

erence source and for research purposes,

However, the rescarch tcam believes their work will still need to be improved upon
and feels that it still needs more feedback. They therelore welcome and appreciate

any critical comments that may help to make this book reach perfection.

()
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