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AsHoKA WAS THE SON OF KING BINDUSARA
WO RULED INDIA FROM HIS CAPITAL OF |

PATALIPUTRA IN

THE THIRD CENTURY B.C.

HE EXCELLED HIS BROTHERS IN THE ART OF

WAR. THEREFORE , WHEN A REBELLION
BROKE OUT IN THE DISTANT PROVINCE OF

TAXILA, HE WAS

SENT TO SUPPRESS IT.




- WEEKS LATER - -

SUR MAJESTY! WE HAVE 1ok
(OPy NEWS HERE . ASHOKA [N=
HAS SUCCESSFULLY &

PUT DOWN THE
REBELS.
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| HE SHALL RULE

THERE AS THE
VICEROY. HE
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BUT THEY WERE UNHAPPIER STILL ., WHEN THE KING RECALLED ASHOKA
' FLONV] TAXILA.
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ASHOKA o ’5///" / ESPECIALLY 'é’im
BACK IN THE T WITH OUR
CAPITAL. i OLD FATHER [2=-.
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HAT IS ST THEN- o) i
XACTLY —————— S
VHAT i
VORRIES ME. S
SHOKA 1S |
LITHLESS. |
E MAY THERE
IGHT [ G A
/ITH HIS i MESSENGER
: FROM
OR THE UJJAINI,
HRONE

A LEBELLION -
THIS TIME IN
UJJAINT .
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THE PROVINCE
OF UJJAINI
NEEDS
AN ABLE
VICERCKS.

BUT THE S e Y ... WILL HAVE

VICEROWV . g@ CQU%; ég-g

DESIGNATE ... AU .- ¢ | PRERELS |
CAN DO IT.
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ASHOKA MARCHED TOWARDS
JIAINI. A GREAT:
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A LITTLE LATER - (8

P

= LET’S CAMP

| HERE FOR
A VWHILE. REST

THE HORSES.

ASHOKA WAS CHARMIED BY THE BEAWTY OF THE LEAPER
OF THE GROURP.

WE ARE ON QUR ."

WAY TO THE CHAITYAY
NOT TO A TEMPLE.#
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f EXCUSE ME, LADY.
" TO WHICH TEMPLE
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= THEN

- YOU ARE
BUDDHISTS.

COME ON
VIDISHA. .
T IS

GETTING
LATE,

V101514 |
A NAANE A4S
{LOVELY AS THIS
DLACE. AND SUCH
CHALMING
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/ FIND OUT WHOSE
WHO HER PARENTSY
DARENTS SIR 2
ARE. -

| WANT
JO MEET




ASHOKA’S MESSENGER SOON RETURNED. | ks °®  mn
- =T / P

e | THE DAUGHTER
OF A REPUTED

SHRESHTHI’S*

- oy .

’ lrEL.L THE
7 | WANT TO
MEET HIM. /

’ I°VE NEVER
SEEN QUL
' PRINCE
- HESITATE
A THUS.

LATER-| SHRESHTHI, IF
| YOU PLEASE,

!.l.'- ..

- |
IS THERE

ANY THING
@S\ YOU WANT
- ME TO
DO FOR

a &
| o

l...YES. | WANT
THE HAND OF

YOUR DAUGHTER
IN MARRIAGE.

HONOURED,
SIR.
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\FTER A QUICK WEDDING,
OWARDS UJJAINI ALONG

o o b oy e Y P e

S— e v

HOKA,A GREAT WARRIOR , IN NO TIME T THE REBELS LAIL DOUWN
ROUTED. THE RPEBELS. =~ THEIR ARNIS .
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PEC?QLE C?F THE Cf TY GAVE ASHOKA A GQﬁNﬁ WELCONIE.

N THE ﬁALACE GAA?QENS‘ ziATEﬂ?—

THIS 1S AN ’ SESP o Mf#
OCCASION SEEY | DISLIKE

FOR REJOICING, BN

VIDISHA.. EVEN IN T
BUT BATTLES..}
YOU LOOK ESPECIALLY,

SAD.

B TR WV uaTs siLLy.

¥ YOU SAY [T,
BECALUSE

YOU ARE A

BUDPDHIST ,

I AM NOT . 4
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| | AM A

. KSHATRIVA

L. KING.
MY DUTY

ENJOINS
KILLING
IF NEED

BE.

Q) WHAT AROUT
BIMBISARA 2
HE TOO WAS
A KING.
HE FOUND
R PEACE IN THE
‘{f.“=~""“-" L \ TEACHINGS .
| OF BUDDHA .
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I WILL NAM
HIM *MAHINDRA..

HE WILL CONQUER

THE ENTIRE

s
------
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I WISH, HE
7 - CONQUERS THE
{ HEARTS OF MEN
AS PRINCE
SIDDHARTHA
DiD.




TWO YEARS LATER ,VIDISHA GAVE BIRTH TO A DAUGHTER. -
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THIS TIME ,
LET ME

CHOOSE. THE
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ONE DAY, A MESSENGER CAME FROM PATALIPUTRA.
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| HAVE RECEIVED
A MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF MINISTER
MY FATHER IS ILL.
I HAVE TO RPusH ToO
PATALIPUTRA ... -

AT VIDISHA-NAGAR
WITH YOUR PARENTS? /A8
YOU LATER. o
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GETHER THEY TRAVELL ED uPro T
. ISHA-macap., |
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T HIM

TO BE A

| VWAN

. .

ING OF

KINGS.

e

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF
COUR HEALTH
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VIOL ENCE
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AND DON
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BUT GIVE ME

YOUR WORD
THAT YOU

ANY THING
YOU WANT

/" BEFORE
LEAVE, IS THERE
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| WANT YOU
TO SHUN

VIOLENCE




AT PATALIPUTRA, ASHORA NAS QECEIVED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER,

RINCE {

OUR FATHER
> NO MORE.

ND YOUR

ROTHERS ARE

IGHTING
MIONIGST

HEMSELVES

it

OR THE
HRONE.

THE THRONE !
IT IS MINE!

| HAVE EARNED
THE RIGHT TO
.
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HOKA FORGOT ALL ABOUT THE PROMISE
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HE HAD MALE TO VIDISHA.
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| DO YOU SUGGEST
8 THAT | RUN AWAY

X FROM HERE ¢

BUT WHERE

ASHORA WAS RUTHLESS IN KILLING
ALl THOSE THAT CHALLENGED HIS
RIGHT TO THE THRONE. SUMANAPEV!,
WIFE OF ONE OF HIS BROTHERS, WAS BilErEst
EXPECTING A BABY AT THE TIVIE. D HSSS

PRINCESS! N\l =
| FEAR FOR VRN D

THE LIFE OF
THE UNBORN

g
ESCAPING FROM THE PALACE ,
SUMANALEV! NWANDERED IN

w THE FOREST .

| CAN SHOW YoOU
A SECRET DOOR.
VYOU CAN ESCAPE
INTO THE &,
wWOOoPDSs .
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TOOK PITY ON HER.

1
UN OLL MAN, WHO WAS PASSING BY,

| SHE ACCOMPANIED HIM. WHILE

IF YOU COME
wIiTH ME TO

MY VILLAGE,

=0 FOR YOUR

DONT WORRY , 5 |
DAUGHTER ! (g8 e
Y HOME IS [ §

LOSE BAY. g o,
'LL FETCH MY
IFE . “YOOU)
PEST UNDER
HIS
IGRODHA
REE .

-
S0 | WILL ARRANGE

0 NO!

| CANNOT
WAL K ANY
FARTHER.
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IT WAS UNDER THAT NMIGRODHA TREE
THAT A BOY WAS BORN TO SUMANADEV!.
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CALL HIM
NIGRODHA
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NIGRODIHA KUMAR GREW UP
IN THAT WLLAGE AND

BECAME A MONKS AT A VERY
TENDPER AGE.
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MEANNHILE y ASHORA HAD BECOME A POWERFUL | YES,YOUR MAJESTY.

RING . AT /15 COURT — o EVEN TAXILA AND
. e UJJAINI ARE

+ -

LLI’ ] R -e:.:t Ml N IS_FEQ o IS
= MY KINGDOM
@& PEACEFULY
ARE THE

BORDERS

IT IS INDEPENDENT
TODAY AND MAY
RAISE ITS HEAD ANY

STILL WE SHOULD
NOT REST TILL
KALINGA (S

. CONQUERED.

COMMANDER !
PREPARE FOR THE
BATTLE.
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' ASHOKA'S
ARMY

- INVALPED

KALINGA .
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IERS OF KAL
i mégucmr BRAVELY.

WE HAVE WON.
KALINGA 1S
OURS.




HEAPS OF DEAD MEN!
WE HAVE KILLED
MANY.

MEN TO BE |
PRECISE, §
YOUR ]
MAJUESTY.

IT LOOKS Ll i _%
DESOLATE [ ; TR :

WE HAVE
CAPTURED
1,50,000

MEN ,
YOUR
MAJUESTY.

MAJESTY .
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N THE BaLiace — | HAVE
LOST MY

. ) DPEACE OF

AREN’T =

YOU A

WELL®? =
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‘TO ADD TO HIS GRIEF =
A MESSENGER CAME
FROM VIDISHA-NAGAR.

-

YOUR MAJESTV !
| HAVE BROUGHT
THIS LETTER FROM
VIDISHA DEVI.




SHE
PLANS

TO JOIN
THE SANGHA

WHERE IS VIDISHA'?

=] e Oeomise, 9
: - T QM
N g 7ict ?753? fh@ Ch ?jd}( en
_ ij yO U, pj EAXSe jOO k |
| YLex them prope Ty

@OZ!&S

ASHOKA PREW SOVME COMFORT
FROM THE PRESENCE OF HIS |
CHILDREN. BUT HE CONTINUED -

TO BROOD OVER THE KILLINGS. ‘=-

i e | ot
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ONVE DAY, FROM HIS PALACE WINPOW,
HE SAW A MONK PASSING ALONG THE ROAD-
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) WHO CAN THIS BE €
1 wHYy DO | FEEL

DRAWN TOWARDS
HIM 2 v




WHEN THE MONK CAME —

DON’T QU
SEE.WHO | AM ¢
A BUDDHIST

VENERABLE ONE,
WHO ARE YOU ¢

MAY | KNOW

\ YOUR NAME,
%», PLEASE?

MY MOTHER
CALLED ME

NIGRODHA
KUMAR .

NIGRODHA
SUMAR |

' KNOWV,
THAT IS
“HE NAME
JF MY
HSROTHER’S
>OIN .

e
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| AM YOUR
NEPHEW.

| CAN GUESS
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ST WHY SHOULD | ? \1
BECAUSE |
vOU KILLED MY
FATHER ¢
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HATRED IS
DESTRUCTIVE.

| T SHOUD BE

' CONQUERED BY
' LOVE ..

= S o
{ THAT REASON . -
e ' T ENOUGH
Sl /S TO HATE
N " ANOTHER ¢

A2 / FrROM THE
Wt TEACHINGS
;1“ | OF - .' i '
THEY BRING —

L PRAY, WHERE
I DID YOU

L LEARN THIS ?
'i AT SUCH A
TENDEQ
AGE

PEACE TO
TROUBLED




MY MIND HAS
NOT KNOWN
PEACE.

EHIEN SEEIS
REFUGE [N

BUDDHA. /.

ACCEPT ME
AS YOUR
DISCIPLE ? .

8] REPEAT

- [ AFTER ME...
)| | TAKE

REFUGE

IN THE

REFUGE
IN THE
SANGHA.
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A TRANSFORMATION CANE
ABOUT IN ASHOKA. ALL HIS
AT TENTION NOW WAS ON
BRINGING PEACE AN
HALPINESS TO
THE QEO;DL
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FOR THE COMFORT OF TRAVELLERS , EVEN IN
THE WOG&S HE BUJLT LEST HOUSES ANL

DfSPEN&A;@‘ES‘

7 AR
.
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ENLLARS...

HE ERECTER

CAND CARVED
INSTRUCTIONS
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ON ROCKS.
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4y | HAVE GIVEN
B AAY ALL

R . O ME.

PN 0 1 1 PR
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I THINGS DEAR

YOUR
CHILDREN.

SR AANAIREEN QR REY)
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YOUR SON MUST YOU,
WISHES TO | MAHINDRA? IT IS
"JOIN THE WITH A HEAVY

L SANGHA. . HEART - BUT

. GIVE YOU
PERMISSION.

I

NUNNERY.

FATHER, ALLOW
ME TO JOIN THE

........

OH !

MITRAI
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MY HUSBAND AND

SON HAVE RENOUNCED
THE WORLD. | TAKE
NO PLEASURE

2l A= vOoU MAY
& Z | JOIN THE
.\ NUNNERV.

AFTER A FEW YEARS—| GO,

I MY SON.

FATHER , WHAT DO
| HAVE COME | YOU MEAN,
TO BID YOU SANGHA-
GOOD-BYE. MITRAY

GO WITH MY
BLESSINGS.

' N
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]
A MESSAGE HAS
BEEN RECEIVED
FROM LANKA. |
THEY NEED
NUNS AT THE |

MISSION .




SANGHAMITRA ,

{ I HAVE GROWN OLD.
.I CAN BEAR GRIEF

—

B——2" BE BRAVE. YOU

FORGET SANGHAMITRA
IS A MEMBER OF
HE SANGHA.

UNDERSTAND.
| WISH YOU
SUCCESS.
. GO, MY
& CHILD.

-

OH ! LILIsSHA,
SOUL CHILLREN
S HAVE (LELFT ME
K. JUST AS YOU 2D
i X  FOR THE SAKE OF
; i::‘::) 'f'f’:‘. o 1




LX) NOT
GRIEVE.

= SACRIFICING
=y YOUR DEAR ONES
YOU HAVE
PROVED THAT
DHARMA IS
DEAR TO YOU .
YOU ARE
INDEED.,
!_;Eg DHARMASHOKA.

3ECANME DHARNMASHOKA.
AN YEARS AND [OOKED
FARE OF THE SUBJECTS
OIPE AS A FATHER

ER HIS CHILDREN .

HE A-?ULEI?
CAFTER THE b
- OF HIS LAST
WouLp LOOK
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THE FIVE PRINCIPLES OF CO-EXISTENCE, WHICH HE PROPA
GATED, ARE STILL RESPECTED THE HWORLD OVER. THE ASH
DILLAR AT SARNATH REMINDS US EVEN TILL THIS DAY C
HIS GLREATIVESS., THE *DHARMA CHAKRA® OV THE ASHOMA
PlUALAR ALORNS OUR NATIONAL FLAG. i
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Maurya bynasty in 265 BCE

o o=

. Maurya Dynasty

Tributaries

Capital City
Other Cities
Edicts of Ashoka
Buddhist Sites
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	Maurya Empire at the age of Ashoka. The empire stretched from Afghanistan to Bangladesh or Assam and from Central Asia (Afghanistan) to Tamil Nadu,South India.

